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As always after 1817, his hopes were "excessive, and his con-
sciousness of obstacles almost non-existent. As he grew older,
his sense of reality grew less, and the apocalyptic strain in his
character became more and more prominent
There is, however, a great deal that is true and important in
the Report to the County of Lanark It begins by stating that
labour is the source of all wealth,1 and it argues that there is
no difficulty in producing enough, but only in finding a market.
The markets are created by working-class demand, which
depends upon wages; therefore to improve markets it is only
necessary to raise wages. *But the existing arrangements of
Society will not permit the labourer to be remunerated for
his industry, and in consequence all markets fail* After ex-
pounding his labour-currency and his villages, he goes on to
argue against excessive division of labour. Children are to have
an all-round training, and adults are to combine agriculture with
industrial work. Education, as always with Owen, is treated as
the basis of all the rest But the consequences aimed at are
far-reaching. All will have enough, and therefore there will be
no more wars, no more crimes, no more prisons; instead,
there will be universal happiness.
The four years 1824 to 1828 were largely occupied in an
experimental community on the lines of the co-operative
parallelograms. George Rapp, a German religious reformer, had
conducted to America a number of earnest Rappites, who founded
a colony called Harmony, first in Pennsylvania, and later in
Indiana, They renounced marriage and tobacco, with the result
that they became prosperous. In 1824 they decided to move
again, and early in 1825 they sold all that they owned in
Indiana to Owen, who called the place New Harmony, and pro-
ceeded, after addressing the President and Congress in Washing-
ton, to organize such a community as he had dreamed of.
Everything went wrong, as it generally does in such experi-
ments. Owen lost £40,000, and emerged a poor man. His sons,
however, who came to New Harmony with him, retained some
of the land, and in the end became successful American citizens.
Oddly enough, there was just one respect in which New
Harmony achieved success, and that an entirely surprising one.
Owen imported from Europe a number of men of science, many
of whom did valuable work. His own sons were in charge of the
1 This, of course, is only partially true, as we have seen in connection
with Ricardo.

